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	1.1 Strategic direction

	Tourism Australia was established on 1 July 2004 and is the Australian Government agency responsible for the international and domestic promotion of Australia as a travel destination, as well as for the delivery of research and forecasts for the sector. Tourism Australia describes its primary purpose as: To maximise the sustainable economic, environmental and social benefits of tourism for Australia.
	The main functions of Tourism Australia under the Tourism Australia Act 2004 are to:
	 Increase the awareness of Australia as a potential destination to international travellers;
	 Increase the awareness of potential domestic travellers of Australia as a place to travel;
	 Increase the knowledge of potential travellers, both international and domestic, of Australia;
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	 Conduct research and analysis of international travel;
	 Communicate effectively with the Australian tourism industry on issues that may affect it; and
	 Increase awareness throughout Australia of the contribution of tourism to Australia’s economy, society and environment.
	In 2009-10, Tourism Australia’s key contributions to the Australian community will be to endeavour to increase demand for Australia as a leisure tourism and business events destination; to strengthen the travel distribution system; and, to contribute to industry development through targeted stakeholder engagement and the provision of research and strategic insights.  These objectives will be realised through the delivery of seven marketing sub-programs in 31 key markets around the world. They are:
	 Leisure and Consumer Marketing;
	 Business Events Australia;
	 Australia.com;
	 Trade Development;
	 Trade Events;
	 Insights and Research; and
	 Stakeholder Engagement.
	2009-10 will be one of the most challenging years for global tourism in many decades, which will impact significantly on the Australian tourism industry. Tourism Australia’s strategic direction will focus on being flexible and responsive to these global challenges.
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	There are no budget measures relating to Tourism Australia in 2009-10.
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	A number of key strategies will be used by Tourism Australia across three main programs and seven subprogram areas to increase demand for Australia as a destination, strengthen the travel distribution system and contribute to the development of a sustainable tourism industry for Australia.
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	3.1.2 Special Accounts
	Tourism Australia does not have any special accounts for 2009-10.
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